
Dear Parents and Carers,

Welcome back to Term 3. The term has started really positively, with our children demonstrating fantastic behaviour and enthusiasm 
for their learning. It has been a pleasure to spend time in classes and share in the high-quality teaching and learning taking place 
across the school. We are committed to continuing to work in partnership with families and greatly value your support in ensuring 
punctuality and high attendance, as well as supporting your children at home with reading, spellings, and times tables.

We are also delighted to welcome two new members of staff to our team: Mrs Makinde, our new Year 6 teacher, and Mrs Norris, our new 
Year 5 Teaching Assistant. Please do take the opportunity to introduce yourselves and join us in welcoming them to our school 
community.

During our recent staff INSET day, one of our key focuses was anxiety, with particular attention given to anxiety in children with Autism 
Spectrum Disorder (ASD). This was a highly informative session, and staff came away with a greater understanding alongside practical 
strategies to further support our learners.

Linked to this, this week’s Website Focus highlights our SEND Support pages. Did you know our school website has a dedicated SEND 
Support area filled with helpful information for families? From guidance on how we support children in school, to links, resources, and 
advice for parents and carers, these pages are designed to offer clear, accessible support whenever you need it.

👉 You can explore the SEND Support pages here:  
https://www.woodchurch.kent.sch.uk/page/?title=Special+Educational+Needs&pid=57

Kind Regards,

Mrs Ridley

Warm wishes,
Mrs Ridley
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Friday 6 February NSPCC Number Day - Wear a number 
themed outfit for a donation here   

Tuesday 10 February Safer Internet Day

Friday 13 February End of Term 3

Monday 23 February Start of Term 4

Monday 2 to 
Thursday 5 March

Scholastic Book Fair

Thursday 5 March World Book Day

Thursday 12 March Young Carers Day

Thursday 2 April End of Term 4

Tuesday 21 April Hedgehog & Woodpecker 
School Trip

Celebration Awards 
Well done to all award winners!

Learner of the week:

Hedgehog Class: Betsy & Tommy

Rabbit Class: Stephen & George

Woodpecker Class: Noah 

Blackbird Class: Keira & Isaac

Fox Class: Freddie & Samuel

Squirrel Class: Oscar & Ollie

Owl Class: Daisy & Ronnie

                             Vision & Values awards:

      Hedgehog Class: Sofia 

Rabbit Class: Dylan & Darcie

Woodpecker Class: Florence-May            
Blackbird Class: Luca & Adelaide 

Fox Class: Violet & Albie

Squirrel Class: Pippa & Florence

Owl Class: Faith, Sonny & Ollie

https://www.justgiving.com/page/woodchurch-church-of-england-primary-school-20?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL


🌞 Sit and Shine Non-Uniform Day 

To remember and celebrate the life of our much-loved colleague, 
Mrs Priest, we held a Sit and Shine Non-Uniform Day.  Children 

came to school wearing something bright or colourful — a little 
reminder of the brightness, joy, and positivity Mrs Priest brought 

to our school family over many years. 

Thank you for all the donations which have been pouring in; we are 
truly grateful for your generosity. The money will go to the 

Pilgrims Hospice, in memory of Mrs Priest, to support the vital 
care they provide to families and individuals in our community.

There is of course still time to donate by clicking here    

https://www.justgiving.com/page/woodchurch-church-of-england-primary-school-21?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL


Attendance
Here are the latest attendance figures for school (year to date)

EYFS 1 2 3 4 5 6

92.4% 94.6% 93.7% 95.4% 93.9% 93.7% 93.8%

Whole school attendance:   94%

The DfE has asked schools to share the following guidance with 
families. Please do ensure you have a read through as it might help 

you in the future: 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/

Attendance & Punctuality Update 🎉
 

We are delighted to see so many of our pupils arriving at 
school on time and ready to learn each day. High levels of 

attendance and punctuality make a huge difference to 
children’s progress, confidence, and wellbeing. We would 

like to thank all our families who place such strong value on 
being in school every day and on time, and especially those 

who have gone the extra mile to get children into school 
during the recent awful weather conditions. Your 

commitment and support are truly appreciated and worth 
celebrating!

To encourage and celebrate excellent attendance, classes 
are working towards our Popcorn Party reward. Each class 

collects one popcorn piece for achieving over 96% 
attendance in a week, with the top-attending class each 

week earning two popcorn pieces. Once a class collects 10 
popcorn pieces, they earn a Popcorn Party! 🎬🍿

A huge well done to Year 3 (Blackbirds), who were the first 
to reach 10 popcorn pieces at the end of last term and enjoy 

their Popcorn Party — a fantastic achievement!

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/


Year 1 Rabbit Class – Come and Learn
Year 1 recently enjoyed completing a series of exciting challenges linked to their Geography project, “From Ice to 

Sunshine,” based around the enquiry question: What is it like in the hottest and coldest places on Earth?
To complete their “passports,” the children had to take part in each challenge, which included:

● Breaking the animals free from the ice
● Creating homes suited to different climates
● Sorting the correct clothing for hot and cold environments

It was lovely to see the children engaging so well alongside their families, developing their 
understanding of different climates while having lots of fun together!



We love seeing our children thrive through 
OPAL (Outdoor Play and Learning). It gives 

children the freedom to explore, imagine and 
lead their own play. To enrich this play and our 

outside areas,  we would greatly appreciate 
any donations of the following items:

● Crates
● Pots, pans and large utensils

● Scaffold boards/Planks
● Tubes/Guttering

● Cable drums
● Dress up clothing- all sizes

● Small world toys- cars, figures etc
● Lego - normal/duplo

● Water butts
● Play sand
● Pegs/Clips

● Brooms

Alternatively, if you know anyone that 
could help us please do get in touch. We 

appreciate your continued support.



Friday 6th February

NSPCC Number Day – Let’s Dress Up 
as Numbers! 🔢🎉

We’re taking part in NSPCC Number Day 
and inviting everyone to get involved by 
dressing up in a numbers-themed outfit!

Think numbers, shapes, times tables, 
maths heroes, or anything 

number-related.

To take part, please bring a small 
donation to support the NSPCC and help 

keep children safe.

Let’s have fun with maths, get creative, 
and raise money for an amazing cause — 

every number counts!

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScZoSDibNDtCghoKqR-QVv9asOR2p6txfbY1wLBz7zfmVauzg/viewform




https://booking.teamthemekent.co.uk/project/71539

