
Whole class reading
Why do we do whole class reading?
Reading is a multifaceted skill, gradually acquired over years of instruction and practice. From Early
Years to Year 2 children are fed a diet of consistent and systematic word recognition training to
support early reading. To become a skilled reader, word recognition skills need intertwining with
language comprehension skill development. These skills can be developed effectively through whole
class reading where pupil engagement and productivity can be increased as all pupils receive the
attention of the expert reader in the room for the full lesson. The class teacher can build on
children’s knowledge and understanding by linking the texts used across the wider curriculum and
can make ambitious text choices so that the whole class is exposed to age-appropriate and
increasingly challenging texts. By involving the whole class there is the potential for wider discussions
and a deeper understanding of the key language comprehension skills.



What does it look like?
Every lesson could be different with planning being flexible, led by the text’s potential and the needs
of the class – what the particular text or section of text offers in terms of learning and approach, by
the shifting needs of the pupils, by the class’s developing relationship with the text as readers and –
of course – by the inventiveness and resourcefulness of the teacher.

This approach places considerable demands on the teacher’s subject knowledge. Teachers need to
pitch reading sessions high, while providing scaffolding to allow all pupils to access the text and
practise reading and responding in challenging ways. Most effectively, this usually means a blending
together of whole class talk, pair or small group talk and individual thinking.

Teacher’s to also need to be skilled at asking follow-up questions, to generate authentic dialogue in
the classroom which develops real depth in pupils’ responses and thinking.

How does it work?
Key Stage 2

Taught through 3x25 minute ( or equivalent)  reading sessions with the whole class teaching.. The
text used is the same for everyone and is pitched to the higher end of the class. The text could be:

▪ Your class text
▪ An extract based on the topic being taught
▪ A poem, etc.

The text could be read by:

▪ The class teacher
▪ The children;

o volunteer
o selected by class teacher based on complexity of the text to the read
o round the classroom
o selected by the children themselves

▪ A combination of both
▪ An audio book, etc.

Children should be able to see the text, either with a copy in front of them or the text being
displayed in the classroom (digitally or on a flip chart large enough to see) and followed.

Questioning is based around the VIPERS approach.





Key Stage 1 & EYFS

Following the same routine with reduced timings to suit the age group.

Questioning is based around ICLUE. The Iclue project is a set of comprehension based reading
symbols that have been formed from the 2016 reading domains. They help us focus more specifically
on the different comprehension skills in a meaningful way for both children and adults. Each symbol
will help us think more specifically about each comprehension target and it will therefore enable us
to explore these targets in more depth. Please see the Iclue Document with targeted questions and
symbols on a separate document.

How do we plan?
We follow the model of prepare, read, react, process, explore.









How do we record/evidence?
There is no expectation for copious amounts of comprehension question answers in children’s books.
Much of this approach to teaching reading is evidenced orally and fed into the teacher's professional
understanding of children’s abilities and needs. Lesson planning should be kept as evidence of
teaching.




