Woodchurch Church of England Primary School

aetyour light shing ,

- Woodchurch 'y
e eIRs

*7 Newsletter 21

21 July 2026 Woodchurch CE Primary School
n Woodchurch CE Primary School @ @WoodchurchCEP Q office@woodchurch.kent.sch.uk G 01233 860232

. Dear Parents and Carers,

- As we reach the end of another fantastic school year, | would like to take a moment to reflect on all that we have achieved together and to thank our .
. wonderful pupils, dedicated staff and supportive families for making it such a successful year. For me personally, this marks the end of my first year
= at Woodchurch, and what a privilege it has been to become part of such a caring, welcoming and supportive school community. | have thoroughly

: enjoyed getting to know our children, families and staff, and | have been continually impressed by the kindness, enthusiasm and determination

. shown by everyone across the school.

. This morning, during Worship, we spent time reflecting together on the many memories, achievements and experiences that have made this year so |
* special. Back in class, the children continued these reflections, celebrating how much they have grown, the challenges they have overcome and the

- successes they have achieved. It was a wonderful way to recognise everything we have accomplished together. It has been a year full of learning,

. laughter and memorable experiences. From exciting classroom activities and educational visits to sporting events, performances and enrichment

* opportunities, our children have embraced every opportunity with enthusiasm, resilience and kindness. We are incredibly proud of everything they

- have achieved.

- This time of year is also one of transition. Our pupils have enjoyed meeting their new teachers and spending time in their new classrooms, helping

. them to feel confident and excited for September. We know they will continue to thrive as they move on to the next stage of their learning journey. A
* special mention must go to our Year 6 pupils. They have been outstanding role models throughout the year and have much to celebrate as they

: prepare to begin an exciting new chapter at secondary school. We are immensely proud of all they have achieved during their time at Woodchurch
. and wish them every success and happiness for the future. We hope they leave with many wonderful memories and know that they will always

" remain part of the Woodchurch family.

* Finally, | would like to thank all of our parents and carers for your continued support throughout my first year. Your encouragement, partnership and

- commitment to our school are greatly appreciated and have helped make my first year at Woodchurch such a positive one. | hope everyone enjoys :
. a well-deserved, restful and enjoyable summer break. We look forward to welcoming all of our children back in September, refreshed, ready to learn

* and excited for another wonderful year together. Have a safe and happy summer!

* Mrs Ridley




As you leave Woodchurch Primary School and begin the next stage of your journey,
remember the words we have shared so often together:
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Matthew 5:14-16 _

A Throughout your time at Woodchurch, we hope you have discovered your unique

gifts and talents. We have watched your confidence grow, your friendships flourish
' and your character shine through the way you have cared for others, embraced new
challenges and celebrated success.

Shine through your kindness. Shine through your courage. Shine through your perseverance.
Shine by standing up for what is right, showing compassion to others and always being the
very best version of yourself.

@ As you move on to secondary school, carry our school vision with you. Let your Ilght shme

‘ , | Wherever your journey takes you, remember that your light has the power to encourage
ANV others, to make a difference and to brighten the world around you.

0®¢ Although you are leaving Woodchurch, you will always remain part of our school family.
‘.‘ We are incredibly proud of all you have achieved and excited to see where your light
will lead you next.
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Go forward with confidence, embrace every opportunity and never be afraid to shme

“In The same wasy, lel, your lighll shine before dlhers

(b May your light continue to shine brightly for all to see.

# With love, pride and every govv/ wish for The fufure,

o - From everyone at Woodchurch Primary School



Hedgehog Class: Whole Class.........
Rabbit Class: Whole Class...........
Woodpecker Class: Whole Class......
Blackbird Class: Whole Class..... ..
Fox Class: Whole Class.. ...
Squirrel Class: Whole Class.........
Owl Class: Whoale Class... ...

Hedgehog Class: Whole .Class..........
Rabbit Class: Madeline. ... ... ..
Woodpecker Class: Whole Class......
Blackbird Class: Adelaide. ... .

Squirrel Class: Whole Class

OwlClass: Ollie.......................
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School Uniform Reminder

As many families will be preparing to purchase school
uniform for September, we would like to take this opportunity
to remind everyone of our school uniform expectations.
Wearing the correct school uniform helps to promote a sense
of pride, belonging and equality within our school community.
We kindly ask that all items of clothing, footwear and
accessories meet our uniform requirements from the start of
the new academic year.

Our uniform expectations are as follows:
Our School Uniform

e  Woodchurch red jumper, fleece, or cardigan with embroidered
school logo

Plain white shirt (long or short sleeved) or white polo shirt
Grey shorts or trousers

Grey pinafore dress or skirt

Red gingham checked summer dress (Terms 5, 6, and 1 only)
White, grey, or black socks or plain navy, black, or red tights.

For full details of our school uniform, including where to
purchase branded items and information about our
second-hand uniform shop, please visit our School Uniform
page on the school website: School Uniform page.

Thank you for your continued support in helping us maintain
our high standards. We appreciate your cooperation and look
forward to welcoming everyone back in September, smartly
dressed and ready to learn.

_—een o o o o e o o EE E o e e EE EE o e e EE Em e Ew Ew o o)

ATTENDANCE =

* EVERY DAY COUNTS, EVERY MINUTE MATTERS

Here are the latest attendance figures for school (year to date):

S
E(YRF)S Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6

91.8% | 94.0% | 93.0% | 93.0% | 94.8% | 92.1% | 93.8%

N J

[ Whole school attendance: 93.3% } *

(All Above)

WL

The DfE has asked schools to share the following guidance with
families. Please do ensure you have a read through as it might help
you in the future:

[@ https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/ J

~9 WHAT WE ENCOURAGE...

We believe it is vitally important for children to attend school regularly and
punctually. This will give them the best opportunity to progress and achieve
their full potential. Good attendance and punctuality will also encourage
children to become responsible and resilient individuals, which will serve
them well in their future working lives.

Every child, in line with the Government’s expectations, is expected to
maintain a high level of attendance (at least 95%). We hope that you
appreciate how crucial good school attendance is to your child’s progress,
achievement and chances in life and we look forward to working with
you to ensure that your child’s attendance is the very best it can be.

BENEFITS OF GOOD SCHOOL ATTENDANCE é-

Children with good attendance:

@ Feel happier and gain in confidence

@ Achieve more academically and keep up with work more easily
@ Develop well socially and find it easier to make and keep friends
@ Establish good educational habits and routines at an early age
@ Are able to make a positive contribution to school life in general
@ Are much more settled into school life
© LEARN!

v All of these are important life skills for your child y



https://www.woodchurch.kent.sch.uk/page/?pid=47&title=School+Uniform&utm_source=chatgpt.com
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Bookworms of Woodchurch

/))<= READ TO THE BEAT — SUMMER READING
CHALLENGE 2026! &=4J

Kent Libraries’ fantastic Summer Reading Challenge is back!
This year’s theme is Read to the Beat, encouraging children to
turn up the volume on reading and enjoy lots of brilliant books
throughout the summer holidays. §3 7

Children can visit their local library, sign up for free and take
part in the challenge by reading books, collecting rewards and
discovering fun, family-friendly activities along the way. = [_|

© | The challenge begins on Saturday 4th July
? Sign up at your local Kent library
£8 Completely free to take part
A P Suitable for children of all ages

Regular reading over the summer is a wonderful way to keep
children’s skills fresh, build confidence and help them return to
school ready for the new academic year. = -2

Let’'s see how many of our children can complete the challenge
this summer! Don’t forget to share your certificates and reading
achievements with us when we return in September. ' &

% Visit kent.gov.uk/summerreadingchallenge for more
information.

Summer Reading Challenge 2026
Get ready to turn up the

volume on reading this summer!

Find free family friendly fun at your local library,
and Go All In for the National Year of Reading.

Sign up at a library near you from Saturday 4 July

0,
: ‘

Visit kent.gov.uk/summerreadingchallenge

National
Go Year.
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Tilustrations © Harry Woodgate 2026, . Read to the Beat € © The Reading Agency 2026, , registered charity number 1085443 England and Wales.

[=]

EJT]



https://www.kent.gov.uk/leisure-and-community/libraries/summer-reading-challenge

== Volunteer Readers Needed for
September! &=

We are looking for some wonderful
volunteers to come into school and listen to
children read in our KS2 classes from
September. 22|

" Volunteer

Whether you can offer a regular slot each
«w  Wweek or a little time when you are available,
your support would make a real difference
to our children’s confidence, fluency and
enjoyment of reading.

Share stories
L,.J and spark imaginations

Build confidence
and a love of reading

No teaching experience is needed, just a
love of books, a friendly smile and a little
time to spare! <«

Make a real
difference

Be part of our
school community

Please contact the school office or speak to
a member of staff if you would be interested
We're looking for friendly volunteers to listen to in joining our reading team.

readers in our KS2 classes. & a

- Thank you for helping us bring books to life!




Ac another school year comes fo an end, we would like to thank everyone who has supported FOWSA.

This year we brovght our school community together throvgh a range of events, including a cchool diseo,
movie night, Mothere Day Craft, Easter Craft and the Colour Run. We also organised Stepe for Huxley, a
spongored walk that helped to raice vital funds to support Huxley, in Year 5, with his treatment. A huge
thank you fo everyone who volunteered, attended and helped make these events such a svecess.

Thanks to your incredible support, we have been able to fund coaches for the whole school fo enjoy the
pantfomime, a new sound system for ctaged productions and sports days, new books for every clascsroom, an
animal workchop for Science Day, an avthor visit for World Book Week and farewell candles for ovr Year
6 leavers. Every event attended and every cake, ice cream and raffle ticket purchased has helped make this
possible, with every penny raised going back info the school to enrich
our children’s learning and experiences.

Thank you for being part of such a wonderful school community. Have a fantastic summer,
and we look forward to seeing you all in September for another school year!

Daunielle, Ela, Emma and Clare x



Governor update

The Governing Board met recently for its final meeting of the academic year. Alongside
approving the minutes from the previous meeting, governors were pleased to appoint a new Chair,
congratulating Leon Hackling on his appointment and thanking Clare Silcock for the last 7 years
and her dedicated service as Chair. Hilary Ndongong was also appointed as Vice Chair, with thanks
expressed to Nik Le Marechal for his valued contribution in the role over the past 13 years. We
were delighted to welcome three new co-opted governors - Peter James, Kelly Brace and Victoria
Quinn - and thank them for stepping forward to support our federation. They bring a wealth of

experience and skills that will strengthen the work of the governing board.

Governors agreed monitoring pairs for the new academic
year and received updates on safeguarding, attendance, finance
and the Christian vision, values and distinctiveness of our
schools, including developments to the RE curriculum. The board
reviewed progress against our strategic priorities, considering
current actions and readiness for September, and discussed
monitoring reports from across the federation, asking questions
to support and challenge school leaders. Governors also shared
the training they have completed over the past term and
reflected on key learning that will help inform future
governance. We continue to be encouraged by the commitment
of staff and governors alike as we work together to provide the
very best education for all our children.
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"EVENTS AT THE K&ESR - 2026
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DATES THROUGHOUT THE SUMMER I

Bricks on the The Teddy
Express

From Sabue \st Aruﬂuib : l‘ LIMITED PLACES
- e Prugst PYITTT 2 BOOKING ESSENTIAL
G ey 8 S0 15TH AUGUST
7 ALL SAINTS
CHURCHYARD
WOODCHURCH

8pm Burgers
8:45pm Bat spotting and

The Explorer’s
Express

The Great
Tram Mystery

Workshops
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13 April
4 May
1June
22 June
13 July
31 August
21 September
12 October

20 April

11 May

8 June

29 June

20 July
7 September
28 September

19 October

27 April
18 May
15 June
6 July
14 September
5 October

Beef Bolognaise Pasta 1
Cheese & Pesto Swirl 1,7V
Jackets with a Choice of Toppings 7,8,9

Baked Wedges
Seasonal Vegetables

Ice Cream 7
Mr Nourish Biscuit 1 VG
Fruit Pots VG

Cheesy Cauliflower Pasta 1,7 V
Vegetable Burger in a Bun 1,5,6 VG
Jackets with a Choice of Toppings 7,8,9

Baked Wedges,
Carrots,
Peas

Honey Cake 1 & Custard 7
Mr Nourish Biscuit 1 VG
Fruit Pots VG

Mild Chilli Beef
Tomato & Herb Penne Pasta 1VG
Jackets with a Choice of Toppings 7,8,9

Rice
Peas
Mixed Peppers

Jam Roly Poly 1,6 VG & Custard 7
Mr Nourish Biscuit 1 VG
Fruit Pots VG

Macaroni Cheese 1,7 V
Chick Pea & Spinach Biryani VG
Jackets with a Choice of Toppings 7,8,9

Carrots
Mixed Peppers

Toffee Tart 1,7 & Custard 7
Mr Nourish Biscuit 1 VG
Fruit Pots VG

Minced Beef Curry
Pesto & Pea Pasta 1 VG
Jackets with a Choice of Toppings 7,8,9

Rice
Seasonal Vegetables

Summer Trifle 1,7
Mr Nourish Biscuit 1 VG
Fruit Pots VG

Chicken Pie 1
Vegetable Stir Fried Noodles 1 VG
Jackets with a Choice of Toppings 7,8,9

Crushed Potatoes
Seasonal Vegetables

Ice Cream 7
Mr Nourish Biscuit 1 VG
Fruit Pots VG

Selection of Salads 9, Homemade Bread 1,3. Some of our schools may use pre prepped potatoes or vegetables
on occasions. These may contain sulphites and celeriac. Please discuss with your manager.

Roast Gammon & Gravy
Meatfree Meatballs & Gravy 6 VG
Jackets with a Choice of Toppings 7,8,9

Rustic Roast Potatoes
Cabbage
Swede

Fruit Jelly VG
Mr Nourish Biscuit 1 VG
Yoghurt 3,7, Fruit Pots VG

Roast Chicken & Gravy
Samosa Puff 1 VG
Jackets with a Choice of Toppings 7,8,9

Rustic Roast Potatoes
Broccoli
Carrots

Cornflake Cookie 1,7,16
Mr Nourish Biscuit 1 VG
Yoghurt 3,7, Fruit Pots VG

BRUNCH
Pork Sausage & Bacon 1,3,6
Or Vegetable Sausage 1 VG
Jackets with a Choice of Toppings 7,8,9

Brunch Hash Potatoes
Baked Beans
Mushrooms & Tomatoes

Fruit Jelly VG
Mr Nourish Biscuit 1 VG
Yoghurt 3,7, Fruit Pots VG

1Wheat Gluten 2 Crustaceans 3 Soybean 4 Mustard 5 Sesame 6 Sulphites/Sulphur Dioxide 7 Milk 8 Fish 9 Egg
10 Peanuts 11 Molluscs 12 Celeriac/Celery 13 Nuts 14 Lupins 15 Oat Gluten 16 Barley Gluten VG Vegan V Vegetarian p

ESDAY_ JWEDNESDAV ]| THURSDAY )

Chicken Korma
Herby Tomato Pasta 1 VG
Jackets with a Choice of Toppings 7,8,9

Rice
Green Beans
Carrots

Chocolate Orange Cake 1 VG
Mr Nourish Biscuit 1 VG
Yoghurt 3,7, Fruit Pots VG

Chicken Fajita 1
Tomato Spaghetti 1 VG
Jackets with a Choice of Toppings 7,8,9

Rice
Tomato Salsa
Green Beans

Carrot & Orange Cake 1 VG
Mr Nourish Biscuit 1 VG
Yoghurt 3,7, Fruit Pots VG

Margherita Pizza 1,3,7V
Loaded Cajun Bean Wedges VG
Jackets with a Choice of Toppings 7,8,9

Rainbow Rice
Sweetcorn
Coleslaw 9

Sultana Cake 1 VG
Mr Nourish Biscuit 1 VG
Yoghurt 3,7, Fruit Pots VG

FRIDAY
Fish Fingers 1,8

Wrap Stack 1,7 V
Jackets with a Choice of Toppings 7,8,9

Chips
Sweetcorn & Peas
Coleslaw 9

Lemon Drizzle Biscuit 1,6 VG
Yoghurt 3,7
Fruit Pots VG

Salmon Fish Cake 1,8
Margherita Pizza 1,3,7 V
Jackets with a Choice of Toppings 7,8,9

Chips,
Peas,
Grated Carrot

Oaty Biscuit 1,15 VG
Yoghurt 3,7
Fruit Pots VG

Fish Fingers 1,8
Cheese & Bean Parcel 1,7V
Jackets with a Choice of Toppings 7,8,9

Chips,
Peas, Baked Beans
Cucumber Sticks

Caramel Cookie 1,7V
Yoghurt 3,7,
Fruit Pots VG




LEARN TO PLAY MUSICIN A
R o CK A N D BAND THAT'S FOR EVERYONE.

Choose from: Drums, guitar, bass, keyboard or vocals.

‘ ‘ BA N D Inclusive and hassle-free! Have fun and learn by playing

Takes place in school, Children work their way

instruments provided and no through a curriculum of up to o
experience necessary! 300 musical skills. - —

5 : “Rocksteady has given
Taught by professional th Campbell a true love of

musicians = music. It has improved his

Rocksteady band leaders are Improves wellbeing, life dramatically.”
highly trained musicians who confidence, social skills and
make learning music fun. academic achievement.

Progress at their own pace ‘ nd every term on a high note

Your child can achieve an Watch your child shine as they

Georgia

exam-free, Ofqual-regulated performin their end of term o
Trinity music qualification! concerts.

For details on availability and cost, visit rocksteadymusicschool.com and find your school of Rocksteady pupils report
on the sign up page. Money back guarantee for the first month. No payment in August. greater confidence and

self-belief
Insights from 1,738 children

Cancel at any time.

IGNITE THEIR INNER SPARK LESS%?J%KIJ%E;#EI}-BER!

Children learn to play an instrument in their very own band.
Fun and inclusive in-school band lessons. No music theory involved.
Follow their musical journey in your Backstage account. Roc K

Exam-free, Ofqual-regulated Trinity music qualification. : _’é}' BOOK YOUR CHILD'S STE ADY
Instruments provided and no experience necessary. iy PLACE ONLINE! &

0330113 0330 r = TRINITY R e
(Mon-Thurs 8am-8pm, Fri 8am-6pm, local rate) £ \. ok
0330 113 0330 (Mon-Thurs 8am-8pm, Fri 8am-6pm, local rate) rocksteadymusicschool.com info@rocksteadymusicschool.com Rucktety i chon . Regiseein nfnd . 8IS




