
Dear Parents and Carers,

It was lovely to welcome the children back last week — a school is simply not the same without the children in it! All the children looked so happy and smart as they 
raced through the gates on those first couple of days. It has been wonderful to welcome our new EYFS children, as well as some new children joining classes across 
the school. We have also welcomed two new members of staff to the Woodchurch team. Natasha Mansell, our new EYFS Teaching Assistant, is new to working in a 
school but is thoroughly enjoying interacting with and supporting our youngest children. We have also welcomed Anna Reynolds, our new Intervention Teaching 
Assistant. This is a new role at Woodchurch and has given us extra capacity to support children across the whole school. Anna has settled into her role really well and 
has already built some fantastic relationships with our children.

Communication Between Home and School
Communication between home and school is incredibly important to us, and we really value the positive relationships we have with our families. I would like to remind 
parents and carers that, if you have a query or concern about your child, your first point of contact should be your child’s class teacher. They spend the majority of the 
school day with your children and are therefore most likely to know the answer to your question or be able to help. You can speak to your child’s teacher at the end of 
the school day, send them a message via ClassDojo, or make an appointment through the school office if you would like to have a longer conversation. We really 
appreciate your support in ensuring that communication reaches the right person as quickly as possible.

 A Positive Start
The school year has begun incredibly positively, and this has been demonstrated by the way in which the children have settled so well into their new classes and the 
routines they are expected to follow. I spent time in Maths lessons this week and it was amazing to see how quickly routines are already becoming embedded, 
alongside such fantastic focus and positive learning habits.

This was also demonstrated by some of our oldest children yesterday, who completed the Kent Test. They showed such resilience, determination and maturity, and the 
team were incredibly proud of them all.

It has been a fantastic start to the new school year, and I am really looking forward to everything that the year ahead will bring. ❤

Mrs Ridley
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If Your Child Is Absent
If your child is unable to attend school, please 

let us know by 9am on the first day of 
absence by calling our absence line on 01233 

860232 or emailing us through ParentMail.

Please remember to contact us each day that 
your child is absent due to illness.

If we have not heard from you, we will follow our 
safeguarding procedures to make sure your 

child is safe. We will initially try to contact you by 
phone, email and ClassDojo. If we are still 

unable to make contact, we may contact your 
emergency contacts or, where necessary, visit 

your home address.

Thank you for helping us to keep all our pupils 
safe and ensuring that we know where they are 

when they are not in school.



❤ FOWSA – Friends of Woodchurch School Association

FOWSA is a huge part of our school community, organising 
lots of fun events and activities for our children and families 
throughout the year. They also work incredibly hard to raise 
vital funds for our school, helping us provide extra-curricular 

opportunities, experiences and resources that we simply 
would not be able to fund from our school budget alone.

However, FOWSA needs your help! They are hoping to have 
at least one parent from each class involved as part of the 
FOWSA committee. I work closely with FOWSA whenever I 
can, as do members of our staff team, but we really need 

more parents and carers to get involved and share the load.

The current FOWSA volunteers are a lovely, friendly group 
who would be delighted to welcome some new faces, fresh 

ideas and extra energy. You don't need to have any previous 
experience — just a willingness to get involved and help make 

a difference to our school community.

Whether you can give a little time, share an idea, help at an 
event or simply be part of the team, your support would make 

a huge difference.

Could you be the FOWSA representative for your child's 
class? Please let me know if you are keen to get involved, and 

I will pass your details on to the FOWSA team.

Mrs Ridley ❤





📚✨ Volunteer Readers Needed for 
September! ✨📚

We are looking for some wonderful 
volunteers to come into school and listen to 

children read in our KS2 classes from 
September. 🏫📖

Whether you can offer a regular slot each 
week or a little time when you are available, 
your support would make a real difference 
to our children’s confidence, fluency and 

enjoyment of reading. 🌟

No teaching experience is needed, just a 
love of books, a friendly smile and a little 

time to spare! 😊📘

Please contact the school office or speak to 
a member of staff if you would be interested 

in joining our reading team.

Thank you for helping us bring books to life! 
💛📚








