
Dear Parents and Carers,

Our last two weeks got off to a wonderful start with our Harvest Service, which was a lovely celebration of the fantastic community we have here at 
Woodchurch. The church was packed, demonstrating the support and togetherness that make our school so special. The children did a brilliant job of 
sharing the message of Harvest in a variety of ways, showing great confidence, enthusiasm and thoughtfulness. A special thank you goes to our Head 
Boy, Head Girl and Worship Leads for leading the service so confidently and helping to make it such a special occasion.

We have also been celebrating our love of books, reading and poetry! On National Poetry Day, classes explored and shared a wonderful variety of poetry, 
coming together at the end of the day for a celebration of their work. It was fantastic to see the children enjoying words, expressing themselves creatively 
and sharing their talents with others. The following day, we were delighted to welcome Phil Henry, author, who shared his books with us and led engaging 
writing sessions in which the children enthusiastically took part. We hope his visit has inspired some budding young authors to put pen to paper and begin 
creating stories of their own!

It has been lovely to welcome parents and carers into school to share how well the children have settled into their new classes. These opportunities are 
so valuable, allowing us to celebrate successes together, recognise the progress already being made and discuss the next steps in each child's learning 
journey. We are also delighted to be welcoming lots of families who are considering Woodchurch for their children starting in September 2027. We are 
proud to share what makes our school so special and to open our classroom doors, giving prospective families the opportunity to see learning in action 
across the school.

Finally, our attendance for this term is looking good, and we would like to thank families for their continued support in helping children attend school 
regularly. Just a gentle reminder that every day really does count! Being in school every day gives children the best opportunities to learn, build 
friendships and make progress. Success in school starts with attendance, and together we can ensure every child makes the most of the opportunities 
available to them.

Thank you, as always, for your continued support in making Woodchurch such a wonderful place to learn and flourish.

Best Wishes,

Mrs Ridley

Best Wishes
Mrs Ridley
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If Your Child Is Absent
If your child is unable to attend school, please 

let us know by 9am on the first day of 
absence by calling our absence line on 01233 

860232 or emailing us through ParentMail.

Please remember to contact us each day that 
your child is absent due to illness.

If we have not heard from you, we will follow our 
safeguarding procedures to make sure your 

child is safe. We will initially try to contact you by 
phone, email and ClassDojo. If we are still 

unable to make contact, we may contact your 
emergency contacts or, where necessary, visit 

your home address.

Thank you for helping us to keep all our pupils 
safe and ensuring that we know where they are 

when they are not in school.





Helping Your Child at Home
Working together for success!

At Woodchurch, we know that the partnership between home and school is vital in helping every child reach their full potential. Little 
and often can make a real difference to your child's confidence, knowledge and progress. Here are some simple ways you can 
support learning at home.

📚 English – Reading, Spelling and Vocabulary

Reading is key!

We encourage all children to read to an adult for at least 10 minutes every evening. This is especially important in the Early Years, 
when children are first learning to read, as regular practice and repetition help build fluency and confidence.

Reading to your child is just as important! Sharing stories and books helps children to:

● Develop comprehension by discussing characters, events and predicting what might happen next.
● Build vocabulary and language by exploring new words and their meanings.
● Develop empathy by thinking about how characters feel.
● Become better spellers by seeing words and spelling patterns regularly.
● Develop creativity and writing skills by discovering new ideas, vocabulary and story structures.

Spelling: Support your child with their weekly spellings using the sheets provided or our online platform, Spelling Shed. Little and 
often is best, so try practising words through games, writing activities or quick spelling quizzes.

Vocabulary: Use your child's knowledge organiser to talk about the topics they are learning in class. Chat over dinner, quiz each 
other on key facts or explore books and websites together. These conversations help children deepen their understanding and 
confidently use new vocabulary.



Helping Your Child at Home
🔢 Maths – Building Confidence with Numbers

Times Tables Rock Stars (TTRS): Encourage your child to practise their times tables regularly. Secure knowledge of multiplication 
facts helps children become more confident and fluent mathematicians.

Topmarks Daily 10: This free online resource is fantastic for children in Years 1–6 and helps develop mental maths skills, including 
addition, subtraction, times tables, doubles, place value and partitioning.

Visit: Topmarks Daily 10

Choose the stage that matches your child's year group. If they find it tricky, start at a lower level and gradually work upwards as their 
confidence grows. Strong foundational number skills help children tackle more challenging maths in the future.

🌟 Together, We Can Make a Difference!

By working together, we can give our children the strongest possible foundations for future success. Thank you for supporting your 
child's learning at home.

If you have any questions or would like advice on supporting your child, please speak to their class teacher. We are always happy to 
help!

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/daily10















