
Dear Parents and Carers,

As Term 1 comes to a close, it’s been a really positive start to the school year — and in the last two weeks, we certainly haven’t slowed down! It’s 
been wonderful to see so many children across the school proudly sharing their work, including fantastic writing, maths, and Connected 
Curriculum pieces. The learning atmosphere has been calm, purposeful, and full of enthusiasm. We’ve also had a very active term! Children have 
taken part in a range of physical activities including the My Run event, football coaching, Jump workshops, and our Year 6 pupils completing their 
Tiger Troop course. A huge well done to all of them for showing determination, teamwork, and consistently demonstrating our school’s core 
values. In the past two weeks, we’ve also marked two significant awareness days: ‘Hello Yellow Mental Health– supporting children’s mental health 
and wellbeing and ‘Show Racism the Red Card’ – helping children understand the importance of equality, respect, and standing up against 
discrimination. These days encouraged important conversations and thoughtful reflections across the school.

We also loved welcoming you into school for parent consultations — we hope you enjoyed chatting with your child’s class teacher as much as 
they enjoyed sharing how the start of the year has gone!

Last night’s ‘Shine Bright’ Film Night was a brilliant success and a heartfelt tribute to Mrs Priest. We hope all the children had a fantastic time. The 
event raised £375 towards a new stage lighting system for our school hall — a lasting tribute to Mrs Priest’s love of the performing arts. This will 
give children the opportunity to shine in future plays, nativities, and concerts for years to come.

Our website focus this week is the FOWSA page, where you’ll find updates on upcoming events and ways to get involved in school life:
 👉 https://www.woodchurch.kent.sch.uk/page/?title=FOWSA&pid=139

Finally, on behalf of the whole team, we wish you a lovely half-term break with your children. We’re already looking forward to the busy and 
exciting Christmas term ahead, filled with fun, festivities, and special moments.

Warm wishes,
Mrs Ridley
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Friday 17 October FOWSA Autumnal Bake Sale

Last Day of Term 1

Monday 27 October First Day of Term 2

Friday 31 October FOSWA Glow Disco 

Thursday 6 
November

New EYFS (starting sept 2026)
Open Evening - 6pm

Tuesday 11 
November

Remembrance Day

Friday 14 November Children in Need 
Homewood School Dance Dash

Friday 5 December FOWSA Christmas Movie 

Tuesday 9 December KS1 Nativity - 6pm evening performance

Wednesday 10 
December

KS1 Nativity - 1.45pm afternoon performance

Thursday 11 
December

Christmas Lunch

Friday 12 December Christmas Jumper Day
Christmas Panto - Whole School Visit

Friday 19 DEcember Last day of Term 2

Celebration Awards 
Well done to all award winners!

Learner of the week:

Hedgehog Class: Poppy & Christian

Rabbit Class: Daisy-May & Bradley

Woodpecker Class: Connor & Tommy

Blackbird Class: Bettina & Angelena

Fox Class: Isla & Beatrice

Squirrel Class: Elise & Danny

Owl Class: Ollie & Elijah

                             Vision & Values awards:

      Hedgehog Class: Betsy-Lou & whole Class 

Rabbit Class: Poppy

Woodpecker Class: Florence & Whole Class          
Blackbird Class: Jennifer & Lacey

Fox Class: Belle & Matilda

Squirrel Class: Danny & Oscar

Owl Class: Stanley & Whole Class



We are really excited to share the PE and Forest School information for Term 2.
Over the course of the year, each class will have at least two terms of Forest School and specialist PE sessions 

alongside their teacher-led PE, ensuring your children have rich opportunities for outdoor learning and physical 
development. On PE days, children may come to school in their PE kit. On Forest School days, children should wear 

clothes and shoes they do not mind getting dirty and which are appropriate for the weather. Please also send their 
school uniform in a bag on Forest School days in case they get wet or muddy and need to change.

Below is the timetable for Term 2:

We will remind you of these days via Class Dojo and will inform you of any changes due to weather or staffing as needed.



Attendance
Here are the latest attendance figures for school (year to date)

EYFS 1 2 3 4 5 6

93.7% 93.7% 94.5% 94.8% 96.4% 92.9% 96%

Whole school attendance:   94.7%

The DfE has asked schools to share the following guidance with 
families. Please do ensure you have a read through as it might help 

you in the future: 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/

FOWSA run a second hand uniform shop offering a low 
cost, more sustainable option. Second hand items are in 

good used condition and are priced at £1.

The school page is here:
https://www.grownoutofit.co.uk/school/Woodchurch_Ch

urch_of_England_Primary_School/10994

When you have placed your order you will receive a 
message asking you to confirm if you wish to collect from 
the school office or have your items given to the child to 

bring home. You will receive email notification for the 
message so please check your junk mail.

FOWSA will endeavour to have your item(s) 
ready within 3 school days.

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://www.grownoutofit.co.uk/school/Woodchurch_Church_of_England_Primary_School/10994
https://www.grownoutofit.co.uk/school/Woodchurch_Church_of_England_Primary_School/10994


Parking Reminder

We kindly ask all parents and carers not to park in 
front of the school gates at any time.

This area must be kept clear to allow access for 
families who need to use the school car park due to 

disabilities.

Your cooperation helps us ensure the safety and 
accessibility of our school community.

Thank you for your understanding.

Collection Procedures

Please take a moment to read the letter sent out via 
ParentMail regarding changes to our end-of-day 
collection procedures, which will begin after half 
term. The new system is designed to help make 
pick-up time smoother and safer for everyone.

Thank you for your support.

Mrs Ridley

Absence

If your child is unwell and unable to attend school, 
please let the school office know as early as possible 

on the day of absence.

You can report an absence in the following ways:
 📱 Via ParentMail

 📞 By phone – call 01233 860232 (you may leave a 
message on the absence line)

 📧 By email – office@woodchurch.kent.sch.uk

Prompt notification helps us keep attendance 
records accurate and reduces the need for staff to 

follow up.

Thank you for your support and cooperation.

Volunteers

We would love to welcome parent helpers into 
Hedgehog Class this year. Your support makes a 
huge difference, whether it’s listening to children 

read, helping with art and craft activities, or 
supporting small groups on trips and outings. If you 
have some time to spare, even just an hour a week, 

we would be very grateful for your help. 

Please let us know if you are interested and we can 
arrange a time that works best for you.

Thank you,

Ms Van Wyk 



💛 Hello Yellow – World Mental 
Health Day 💛

 To raise awareness Children 
were invited to wear 

something yellow to show 
support and help spread a 

little sunshine! There’s still time 
to donate, just click here:)

 

https://www.justgiving.com/page/woodchurch-church-of-england-primary-school-18
https://www.justgiving.com/page/woodchurch-church-of-england-primary-school-18
https://www.justgiving.com/page/woodchurch-church-of-england-primary-school-18


https://www.justgiving.com/page/woodchurch-church-of-england-primary-school-17?newPage=true






How quickly this term has flown by! It feels like we only just returned from the summer break, yet here we are at 
the end of another busy and brilliant few weeks.

We’re delighted to share that the pantomime buses have been paid for and that brand new books — personally 
chosen by each class and their teacher — will be arriving soon.

We’re also in the process of purchasing a new sound system and roaming microphones for the school. These will 
make a huge difference to the sound quality at events such as the nativity play, assemblies, and other performances 

throughout the year.

Our FOWSA webpage is now back up and running, where you can find information about 
upcoming events and book tickets:

https://www.woodchurch.kent.sch.uk/page/?title=FOWSA&pid=139

A huge thank you to everyone who supported today’s bake sale and for your continued encouragement and 
enthusiasm. We wish you all a wonderful, autumnal half-term break and look forward to seeing you next term at our 

Glow Disco — tickets are still available on our website and on Facebook!

Wishing you a lovely week off, Your FOWSA Committee, Danielle, Ela and Emma

https://www.woodchurch.kent.sch.uk/page/?title=FOWSA&pid=139


Governor Roundup - Term 1  
The governors were delighted to meet for the first time this academic year and to welcome everyone back after 

the summer break. The meeting began with a focus on keeping children safe, ensuring all governors are up to date 
with safeguarding and the code of conduct. Safeguarding remains a top priority, with governors confirming which 
staff have refreshed their training and are now designated safeguarding leads. 

Mrs. Butcher shared an update about SEND (Special Educational Needs and Disabilities), including 
funding for the year ahead and how the new Communities of Schools approach will help shape how schools 
work moving forwards. Governors thanked the SENDCo for her continued hard work and support across 
both schools.

The minutes from the last meeting were agreed, and governors were pleased to 
welcome Daniela as a new co-opted governor. The make-up of the governing 
board was reviewed and plans made to fill remaining vacancies. Governors also 
agreed a new action plan for 2025–26 and approved updated meeting 
procedures, including options for virtual meetings and secure recordings.

The new Federation Strategic Plan, Nurture, Grow, Shine, was 
discussed, along with the Federation Improvement Plan, as governors 
shared ideas and set next steps for future meetings.

Governors also approved the monitoring visits policy, confirmed monitoring 
pairs for key areas such as SEND, Safeguarding, Health and Safety and 
Finance, and received an update from the finance committee. Policies were 
reviewed and agreed, and governors identified training opportunities for the 
year ahead.

The meeting ended positively, with everyone focused on helping every child 
across our Federation to Nurture, Grow, and Shine.





Kelly from Jump ran some 
brilliant workshops last 
week, and the children 

really enjoyed them! If your 
child loved it, you can sign 
them up for more sessions. 
Check out the flyers for 

more info.



Community Notice Board 

https://www.rocksteadymusicschool.com/
https://www.rocksteadymusicschool.com/



